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Kurt	
  Zellers	
  and	
  Dean	
  Simpson	
  Sign	
  the	
  Taxpayer	
  Protection	
  
Pledge	
  	
  

-­‐-­‐Minnesota	
  candidates	
  Zellers	
  and	
  Simpson	
  put	
  their	
  commitment	
  to	
  oppose	
  higher	
  taxes	
  in	
  
writing	
  to	
  voters,	
  clearly	
  contrasting	
  themselves	
  with	
  tax-­‐hikers	
  Mark	
  Dayton	
  and	
  Tina	
  Smith-­‐-­‐	
  

WASHINGTON,	
  DC—	
  Former	
  speaker	
  of	
  the	
  Minnesota	
  House	
  Kurt	
  Zellers	
  has	
  signed	
  the	
  Taxpayer	
  
Protection	
  Pledge	
  in	
  his	
  bid	
  for	
  the	
  Republican	
  nomination	
  as	
  Governor	
  of	
  Minnesota.	
  His	
  running	
  
mate,	
  former	
  state	
  Representative	
  Dean	
  Simpson,	
  has	
  also	
  signed	
  the	
  Pledge.	
  The	
  Pledge,	
  sponsored	
  
by	
  Americans	
  for	
  Tax	
  Reform,	
  commits	
  signers	
  to	
  oppose	
  any	
  and	
  all	
  efforts	
  to	
  increase	
  taxes.	
  	
  

Americans	
  for	
  Tax	
  Reform	
  offers	
  the	
  Pledge	
  to	
  all	
  candidates	
  for	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  office.	
  Fourteen	
  
governors	
  and	
  over	
  1,000	
  state	
  legislators	
  have	
  signed	
  the	
  Pledge.	
  The	
  Zellers/Simpson	
  ticket	
  is	
  the	
  first	
  
to	
  sign	
  the	
  Pledge	
  in	
  their	
  bid	
  to	
  secure	
  the	
  Republican	
  nomination	
  and	
  defeat	
  incumbent	
  Governor	
  
Mark	
  Dayton.	
  	
  

“I	
  want	
  to	
  congratulate	
  Kurt	
  Zellers	
  and	
  Dean	
  Simpson	
  for	
  taking	
  the	
  Taxpayer	
  Protection	
  Pledge.	
  
Minnesotans	
  deserve	
  better	
  than	
  tax-­‐and-­‐spend	
  policies	
  that	
  fall	
  hard	
  on	
  the	
  backs	
  of	
  hardworking	
  
families	
  and	
  small	
  businesses.	
  They	
  want	
  real	
  solutions	
  that	
  create	
  jobs,	
  cut	
  government	
  spending,	
  
and	
  incentivize	
  more	
  economic	
  growth,”	
  said	
  Grover	
  Norquist,	
  president	
  of	
  ATR.	
  	
  

“By	
  signing	
  the	
  Pledge,	
  Zellers	
  and	
  Simpson	
  have	
  demonstrated	
  that	
  they	
  understand	
  the	
  problems	
  
of	
  hard-­‐working	
  taxpayers	
  in	
  Minnesota.”	
  

“Democrat	
  Mark	
  Dayton	
  raised	
  taxes	
  by	
  more	
  than	
  $2	
  billion	
  just	
  one	
  year	
  ago.	
  Two	
  years	
  before	
  
that	
  he	
  shut	
  the	
  government	
  down	
  over	
  his	
  demand	
  that	
  the	
  legislature	
  raise	
  taxes.	
  	
  With	
  Speaker	
  
Zellers	
  presiding	
  over	
  the	
  House	
  during	
  that	
  time,	
  he	
  stopped	
  Dayton	
  from	
  getting	
  his	
  way.”	
  	
  

I	
  challenge	
  all	
  candidates	
  and	
  their	
  running	
  mates	
  in	
  the	
  Minnesota	
  gubernatorial	
  race	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  
same	
  commitment	
  to	
  taxpayers	
  by	
  signing	
  the	
  Taxpayer	
  Protection	
  Pledge	
  today,”	
  Norquist	
  
continued.	
  	
  

Americans	
  for	
  Tax	
  Reform	
  is	
  a	
  non-­‐partisan	
  coalition	
  of	
  taxpayers	
  and	
  taxpayer	
  groups	
  who	
  oppose	
  all	
  tax	
  increases.	
  	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  or	
  to	
  arrange	
  an	
  interview	
  please	
  contact	
  John	
  Kartch	
  at	
  (202)	
  785-­‐0266	
  or	
  by	
  email	
  at	
  

jkartch@atr.org.	
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