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“Stimulus” Fact of the Day:  

Taxpayers Taken for a Ride … on a Skateboard 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – As the Providence Journal reports, the City of Pawtucket in Rhode Island 
will be using $550,000 in federal “stimulus” money to build a skateboarding park and renovate 
tennis and basketball courts at a local high school. 
 
The city’s planning director explained that the money is for shovel-ready projects and the city is 
ready to go on these two projects.  The funds will be made available through the federal 
“Community Development Block Program.” 
 
The federal trillion dollar spending and debt package cleared Congress on Friday February 13, only 
hours after the conference report and explaining statements were made available for public 
scrutiny.  

Taxpayer advocates wonder how this project ties in with the promise that the “stimulus” money 
would be spent on “critical” projects. Several weeks prior to passage of the package President 
Obama had stated: “What we need to do is examine: What are the projects where we're going to get 
the most bang for the buck? How are we going to make sure taxpayers are protected?” adding that 
“the days of just pork coming out of Congress as a strategy, those days are over.” 

 “We always felt that taxpayers were being taken for a ride with this ‘stimulus’ package, and 
now they are quite literally,” said Grover Norquist, president of Americans for Tax Reform. 
“That’s what you get when you hastily cobble together a massive spending package and then 
let nobody look at it before you vote on it – haste makes waste. I am sure taxpayers will 
appreciate knowing that the ‘must pass or else’ package focuses on such ‘critical’ projects like 
skateboarding parks, which are just known to spur economic growth, right?”  
 
 
Americans for Tax Reform is a non-partisan coalition of taxpayers and taxpayer groups who oppose all tax increases. The Center for 

Fiscal Accountability, a project of Americans for Tax Reform, seeks to shed a light on government expenditures, and to promote 
transparency, accountability, and restraint in government finance. For more information or to arrange an interview please contact 

John Kartch at (202) 785-0266 or by email at jkartch@atr.org. 
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